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Southampton City Council undertook a public consultation on proposals to implement two Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs) at two locations in 
and around Newtown, Northam and Bevois as a means to combat crime and antisocial behaviour in the area. These locations were:

▪ The footpath between Mount Pleasant and Imperial Road, and; 
▪ The footpath and park by Maytree School on Northumberland Road.

This consultation took place between 11/12/2023 – 21/01/2024 and received 300 responses.

The aim of this consultation was to:

‒ Communicate clearly to residents and stakeholders the proposals for the two PSPOs;
‒ Ensure any resident, business or stakeholder in Southampton that wished to comment on the proposals had the opportunity to do so, 

enabling them to raise any impacts the proposals may have, and;
‒ Allow participants to propose alternative suggestions for consideration which they feel could achieve the objectives of the strategy in a 

different way. 

The primary method of gathering feedback for this consultation was via online questionnaire. Physical paper versions of the questionnaire were also 
made available, and respondents could also email yourcity.yoursay@southampton.gov.uk with their feedback, as well as respond by post.

This report summarises the aims, principles, methodology and results of the public consultation. It provides a summary of the consultation responses 
both for the consideration of decision makers and any interested individuals and stakeholders. 

It is important to be mindful that a consultation is not a vote, it is an opportunity for stakeholders to express their views, concerns and alternatives to a 
proposal. This report outlines in detail the representations made during the consultation period so that decision makers can consider what has been said 
alongside other information. 

Introduction

mailto:yourcity.yoursay@southampton.gov.uk


“The Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 gives the Council the power to make Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs) to control activities 
which have a detrimental effect on the quality of life of those living and working in a locality. 

The footpath alongside Mount Pleasant School, connecting Mount Pleasant and Imperial Road, and the footpath and park alongside Maytree School on 
Northumberland Road, have a long-standing history of anti-social and criminal activities, including littering, fly-tipping, drug dealing, theft, and violent 
assaults. 

As a result, Southampton City Council are proposing that two PSPOs are put in place close these footpaths and the park.”

Background

Source: Mount Pleasant/Imperial Road and Maytree School/Northumberland Road PSPOs consultation, December 2023 – January 2024

Proposed PSPO to close the footpath alongside Mount Pleasant 
School, connecting Mount Pleasant and Imperial Road

Proposed PSPO to close the footpath and park alongside 
Maytree School on Northumberland Road
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Consultation principles

Southampton City Council is committed to consultations 
of the highest standard and which are meaningful and 
comply with the Gunning Principles, considered to be the 
legal standard for consultations:

1. Proposals are still at a formative stage (a final 
decision has not yet been made); 

2. There is sufficient information put forward in the 
proposals to allow ‘intelligent consideration’;

3. There is adequate time for consideration and 
response, and;

4. Conscientious consideration must be given to 
the consultation responses before a decision is 
made.



Methodology & promotion

▪ The agreed approach for this consultation was to use an online questionnaire as the main route for feedback; questionnaires enable an appropriate 
amount of explanatory and supporting information to be included in a structured way, helping to ensure respondents are aware of the background 
and detail of the proposals.

▪ Respondents could also write letters or emails to provide feedback on the proposals: emails or letters from stakeholders that contained consultation 
feedback were collated and analysed as a part of the overall consultation.

▪ The consultation was promoted in the following ways:

− Council e-bulletins;
− Primary and secondary school bulletins;
− Social media (including NextDoor, Instagram and Facebook)
− Southampton City Council website;
− Posters on lampposts within the area; 
− Shared with partners and people of interest (including the local policing body, Southampton Ramblers, the Byways and Bridleways Trust, 

Southampton Commons and Parks Protection Society, Open Space Society and Pedestrian Association);
− Shared with local businesses and schools within the area.

▪ All questionnaire results have been analysed and presented in graphs within this report. Respondents were also given opportunities throughout the 
questionnaire to provide written feedback on the proposals. All written responses and questionnaire comments have been read and then assigned 
to categories based upon sentiment or theme.



Who are the respondents?

Sex Age

Disability Postcode

Graphs on this page are labelled 
as percentage (count).

Interest in the consultation

Ethnicity

Total 
responses

293 survey responses
7 letter/email responses
300 total

Source: Mount Pleasant/Imperial Road and Maytree School/Northumberland Road PSPOs consultation, December 2023 – January 2024

52% (135)

48% (125)

Female

Male

0% (0)

6% (17)

29% (77)

30% (79)

18% (46)

9% (24)

5% (14)

2% (5)

Under 18

18 - 24

25 - 34

35 - 44

45 - 54

55 - 64

65 - 74

75+

59% (168)

26% (76)

33% (95)

23% (67)

2% (7)

14% (40)

2% (7)

2% (6)

3% 8

7% 20

1% 3

2% 6

Lives in Northam, Newtown, or Bevois

Works in Northam, Newtown or Bevois

Uses the footpath/park

Resident elsewhere in Southampton

Resident elsewhere, not in Southampton

Works, visits or studies in Southampton

Private business

Public sector organisation

Third-sector organisation

SCC employee

Political member

Other interest

7% (19)

93% (235)

Has a disability

Does not have a
disability

73% (162)

8% (18)

4% (8)

8% (18)

2% (5)

5% (11)

SO14

SO15

SO16

SO17

SO18

SO19

49% (123)

4% (11)

3% (8)

34% (85)

8% (21)

1% (3)

Asian or Asian British

Black, Black British, Caribbean or African

Mixed or multiple ethnic groups

White, British ethnicity

White, other ethnicity

Other ethnic group
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Summary of responses
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Key findings

▪ Respondents were supportive of 
the proposals regarding the 
Mount Pleasant/Imperial Road 
footpath, with 66% saying they 
agreed with the proposal, and 
61% saying that it may have a 
positive impact, including 51% 
that said it may have a very 
positive impact

▪ Respondents were not support of 
the proposals regarding the path 
and park by Maytree School on 
Northumberland Road – with 71% 
saying they disagreed with this 
proposal, and 70% saying it may 
have a negative impact, including 
60% that said the impact may be 
very negative
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Source: Mount Pleasant/Imperial Road and Maytree School/Northumberland Road PSPOs consultation, December 2023 – January 2024

52%

51%

21%

19%

14%

10%

8%

10%

9%

10%

22%

10%

16%

15%

49%

60%

66%

61%

27%

23%

26%

25%

71%

70%

286

284

286

287

Footpath by Mount Pleasant School,
connecting Mount Pleasant and

Imperial Road

Agreement

Impact

Footpath and park by Maytree School
on Northumberland Road

Agreement

Impact

Strongly agree
Very positive

Agree
Fairly positive

Neither
No impact at all

Disagree
Fairly negative

Strongly disagree
Very negative

Don’t know



General free-text comments*

Source: Mount Pleasant/Imperial Road and Maytree School/Northumberland Road PSPOs consultation, December 2023 – January 2024

*No. comments per comment theme. Comments from question three, If you disagree, or have any comments, impacts, 
suggestions or alternatives you feel we should consider, please provide details, where proposal being referred to in 
response was not clear, or response was referring to both proposals.

18

11

10

6

2

7

General critical/not supportive comments

General positive/supportive comments

Other/alternative suggestions/options for use of space

General comments on the park not being safe to use (unclear if supportive or critical of proposals)

Questions/comments on how the proposals will be implemented/enforced

Other general/miscellaneous comments/suggestions



Footpath by Mount Pleasant School, 
connecting Mount Pleasant and Imperial Road



Key findings
▪ 66% of respondents overall agreed with the proposal to use a PSPO to close the connecting footpath between 

Mount Pleasant and Imperial Road, including 52% that said they strongly agreed

▪ Respondents of a White British ethnicity responded agree 16% points less than those of an Asian or Asian British 
ethnicity (70%) or other ethnic group (77%), although all ethnicity breakdowns still responded agree by 50% or 
more

▪ Residents of the SO14 postcode responded agree 24% points more than residents of other Southampton 
postcodes, 74% to 50%

▪ Respondents that said they use the path were split between agree and disagree responses at 42 and 43% 
respectively, compared to the 74% of those that live or work in the area (Northam, Newtown and Bevois) that said 
they agree with the proposal

© Google 2023

Footpath by Mount Pleasant School, connecting Mount Pleasant and Imperial Road

Breakdowns
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*Less than 100 respondents; **less than 50 respondents.

Total agree
66% (189 respondents)

Total disagree
26% (74 respondents)

Total responses | 286

Question 1a | To what extent do you agree or disagree with proposals to introduce 
PSPOs… to close the footpath alongside Mount Pleasant School, connecting Mount 
Pleasant and Imperial Road

Source: Mount Pleasant/Imperial Road and Maytree School/Northumberland Road PSPOs consultation, December 2023 – January 2024

52%

14%

8%

9%

16%

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither

Disagree

Strongly disagree

52%

52%

61%

50%

56%

45%

60%

58%

40%

58%

29%

16%

12%

19%

14%

10%

16%

16%

10%

16%

13%

11%

10%

9%

10%

10%

15%

12%

11%

8%

12%

12%

8%

13%

18%

14%

17%

16%

13%

9%

27%

12%

8%

35%

8%

25%

68%

64%

66%

69%

70%

54%

77%

74%

50%

74%

42%

26%

25%

27%

21%

21%

39%

16%

17%

48%

16%

43%

132

122

93

145

120

83

43

156

60

207

91

Female

Male

Age 18 - 34*

Age 35 - 64

Asian or Asian British

White, British ethnicity*

Other ethnic group(s)**

SO14

Other Southampton postcodes*

Lives/works in Northam, Newtown or Bevois

Uses the footpath(s)/park*

Strongly agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly disagree



Key findings

▪ 61% of respondents said that the proposal may have a positive impact overall, including 51% that said it would have 
a very positive impact

▪ Asian or Asian British respondents said the proposal may have a positive impact 20% points more than White British 
respondents, 67% to 46%, with other ethnic groups responding 74% positive – of breakdowns by ethnicity, White 
British was the only one with less than 50% of responses for both overall positive sentiment and very positive 
responses

▪ Respondents that said they lived or worked in Northam, Newtown or Bevois responded overall positive impact at 
70%, compared to respondents that confirmed they use the footpath, who responded 36% positive and 43% 
negative

© Google 2023

Footpath by Mount Pleasant School, connecting Mount Pleasant and Imperial Road

Breakdowns
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*Less than 100 respondents; **less than 50 respondents.

Total positive
61% (173 respondents)

Total responses | 284

Question 2a | What impact do you feel the PSPO proposals may have on you, your 
business or the wider community… to close the footpath alongside Mount Pleasant 
School, connecting Mount Pleasant and Imperial Road

Source: Mount Pleasant/Imperial Road and Maytree School/Northumberland Road PSPOs consultation, December 2023 – January 2024

Total negative
25% (71 respondents)

51%

10%

10%

10%

15%

4%

Very positive

Fairly positive

No impact at all

Fairly negative

Very negative

Don’t know

54%

49%

58%

51%

58%

37%

65%

59%

32%

60%

29%

13%

9%

11%

9%

10%

9%

10%

10%

10%

12%

8%

12%

9%

15%

10%

10%

14%

12%

10%

9%

17%

15%

20%

17%

13%

15%

12%

13%

17%

9%

10%

28%

11%

23%

61%

62%

67%

62%

67%

46%

74%

69%

42%

70%

36%

24%

24%

25%

21%

20%

34%

16%

18%

43%

17%

43%

132

120

93

143

120

82

43

154

60

205

91

Female

Male

Age 18 - 34*

Age 35 - 64

Asian or Asian British

White, British ethnicity*

Other ethnic group(s)**

SO14

Other Southampton postcodes*

Lives/works in Northam, Newtown or Bevois

Uses the footpath(s)/park*

Very positive Fairly positive No impact at all Fairly negative Very negative Don’t know



Free-text comments* on the footpath by Mount Pleasant School, 
connecting Mount Pleasant and Imperial Road

Source: Mount Pleasant/Imperial Road and Maytree School/Northumberland Road PSPOs consultation, December 2023 – January 2024

*No. comments per comment theme. Comments from question three, If you disagree, or have any comments, impacts, 
suggestions or alternatives you feel we should consider, please provide details.

12

11

10

2

General critical/not supportive comments

Other/alternative suggestions/options for use of space

General positive/supportive comments

Other general/miscellaneous comments/suggestions



Footpath & park by Maytree School, Northumberland Road



Key findings

▪ 71% of respondents said that they disagreed with the proposal on using a PSPO in this area, with 49% 
saying they strongly disagreed 

▪ Men said they disagreed with the proposal 15% points more than women, 79% to 64%

▪ Similarly, Asian or Asian British respondents disagreed 24% points more than respondents that said 
they were White British, with the latter responding 35% strongly agree to the former’s 14%

▪ 74% of respondents that said they use the footpath/park said they strongly disagreed with the proposal

© Google 2023

Footpath & park by Maytree School, Northumberland Road

Breakdowns
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*Less than 100 respondents; **less than 50 respondents.

Total agree
27% (76 respondents)

Total disagree
71% (204 respondents)

Total responses | 286

Question 1b | To what extent do you agree or disagree with proposals to introduce 
PSPOs… to close the footpath and park alongside Maytree School on 
Northumberland Road

Source: Mount Pleasant/Imperial Road and Maytree School/Northumberland Road PSPOs consultation, December 2023 – January 2024

21%

5%

2%

22%

49%

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither

Disagree

Strongly disagree

29%

14%

24%

23%

14%

35%

21%

15%

27%

23%

13%

16%

28%

29%

19%

31%

13%

21%

29%

17%

24%

12%

48%

51%

39%

51%

49%

42%

52%

50%

47%

46%

74%

34%

19%

29%

28%

19%

40%

26%

21%

32%

28%

13%

64%

79%

68%

70%

80%

55%

74%

79%

64%

70%

86%

130

124

92

145

118

85

42

158

59

207

93

Female

Male

Age 18 - 34*

Age 35 - 64

Asian or Asian British

White, British ethnicity*

Other ethnic group(s)**

SO14

Other Southampton postcodes*

Lives/works in Northam, Newtown or Bevois

Uses the footpath(s)/park*

Strongly agree Agree Neither Disagree Strongly disagree



Key findings

▪ 70% of respondents said that this proposal may have a negative impact, including 60% that said it would have a 
very negative impact

▪ Male respondents said the proposal may have a negative impact 16% points more than female, 78% to 62%, with 
men also responding 70% very negative, 18% points more than women (52%)

▪ 80% of Asian or Asian British respondents said the proposal would have a negative impact, including 76% that said 
the impact would be very negative – White British respondents responded 50% negative overall

▪ Both respondents that live or work in the area and those that use the footpath(s)/park responded overall disagree 
by 70% or more

© Google 2023

Footpath & park by Maytree School, Northumberland Road

Breakdowns
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*Less than 100 respondents; **less than 50 respondents.

Total positive
23% (65 respondents)

Total responses | 287

Question 2b | What impact do you feel the PSPO proposals may have on you, your 
business or the wider community… to close the footpath and park alongside 
Maytree School on Northumberland Road

Source: Mount Pleasant/Imperial Road and Maytree School/Northumberland Road PSPOs consultation, December 2023 – January 2024

Total negative
70% (200 respondents)

19%

3%

6%

10%

60%

2%

Very positive

Fairly positive

No impact at all

Fairly negative

Very negative

Don’t know

26%

11%

20%

21%

14%

29%

19%

14%

20%

21%

12%

15%

12%

11%

8%

13%

7%

4%

18%

7%

6%

17%

6%

11%

52%

70%

58%

62%

76%

32%

64%

73%

42%

64%

70%

30%

14%

24%

24%

17%

31%

26%

16%

24%

24%

14%

62%

78%

71%

68%

80%

50%

71%

79%

59%

70%

81%

133

123

93

146

121

84

42

159

59

210

93

Female

Male

Age 18 - 34*

Age 35 - 64

Asian or Asian British

White, British ethnicity*

Other ethnic group(s)**

SO14

Other Southampton postcodes*

Lives/works in Northam, Newtown or Bevois

Uses the footpath(s)/park*

Very positive Fairly positive No impact at all Fairly negative Very negative Don’t know



Free-text comments* on the footpath & park by Maytree School, Northumberland Road

Source: Mount Pleasant/Imperial Road and Maytree School/Northumberland Road PSPOs consultation, December 2023 – January 2024

*No. comments per comment theme. Comments from question three, If you disagree, or have any comments, impacts, 
suggestions or alternatives you feel we should consider, please provide details.

50

33

31

26

23

17

16

8

7

7

7

3

8

Comments against the proposal - only green space in the area

General critical/not supportive comments

Suggestion - there should be more investment/upkeep in the area (e.g. better, cleaner facilities)

Suggestion - there should be more enforcement in the area (e.g. police, CCTV)

Against the proposal - closure will negatively impact families and social opportunities (inc. impacts
on health and wellbeing)

Suggestion - park should not be given to the school (e.g. access will be too restrictive)

Other/alternative suggestions/options for use of space

Suggestion - more social/recreational/community activities/events at the park would help address
antisocial behaviour

Suggestion - park should be given to the school

Suggestion - implement a PPSO but without obstructing access to the park/play area

Against the proposal - measures will only displace the problem, not address it directly

General positive/supportive comments

Other general/miscellaneous comments/suggestions

Against the proposal - closure will negatively impact families and social opportunities (inc. impacts 
on health and wellbeing)

Suggestion - more social/recreational/community activities/events at the park would help address 
antisocial behaviour
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